
 

The entire decoration is framed with a running pattern of small triangles. 

 

 

Fig. 1. The back side with a dedication 

 

The back side is inscribed with a dedication, written in square linear letters and reads towards the pointer (fig. 1): 

"�²�¬" �°)�º�®�¹�° �©�¥�¬�©�²�¬ (�©�¡�  ̧�¥�°�©�¡�  �¸�® /�° �¯� �º�©�¡ �©�¦� �¸�´" �²)�¯�£�² �¥�§�¥�° (�©"�°�¹�º�¤ �¥�¬�±�« �¢"�¡ /�° �¤�°� �©�¦�® �¥�°�®�  �º�¸�®�¥" �²)�¯�£�² �¤�§�¥�° (�¬ /�°�¹�º�¤ �¨�¡�¹"�¡ /

�º.�°.�¶.�¡. �¤)�­�©�©�§�¤ �¸�¥�¸�¶�¡ �¤�¸�¥�¸�¶ �­�º�®�¹�° � �¤�º.("  

"(Donated) for the exaltation of the soul of Mr. our father, Rabbi Frazi Bitan, May he rest in Eden (died on the) 13th of 

Kislev 5752 (20.11.1991). And (for) Mrs. our mother Maziana, May she rest in Eden (died on the) 30th of Shevat 5752 

(4.2.1992), May their souls be bound in the bond of life." 

The bar terminates with a pointer shaped as a clenched hand with a straight index finger. 

 

History/Provenance 
Not relevant  
 
Condition 
Intact  
 
Remarks 
1. The motifs decorating the Torah pointer are a combination of local ornaments and Jewish European motifs such as 

the Tablets of the Covenant. The last were introduced to the Tunisian visual arts during the 20th century, and 

became prevalent in ritual objects. Examples are a group of pointers dedicated by various members of the 

community, possibly modeled after the same model. See: Torah pointers Sc.96-26, Sc.96-32a.   
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OBJ Torah Pointer, Tunisia, 1993, Sc.96-26 
 
Category: Ritual Objects   
 
Name/Title: Yad (a hand; see: Remarks: no. 1)  

Torah pointer Object: 
Artist/Maker: Unknown  

1993 (inscription)  Date: 
Tunisian Republic (1956-   ) Period: 
Tunisia Origin: 

Community: Tunisia, Djerba, Hara Kbira 
Collection: Sc.96 
Location: Not relevant 

Not relevant  Site: 
School/Style: Tunisian and Libyan  
 
Subject 
Tables of the Covenant  Go to Subject Document 
Star of David 
 
Ornamentation 
Not relevant 
 
Custom 
Torah pointer 
See: Sc.94-26 
 
Material & Technique 
Silver 
Structure: cut, cast (handle; pointer) 
Decoration: engraved, punched 
Bonding: soldered 
Inscription: punched, engraved  
 
Measurements 
Height:  280 mm  
Width: 38 mm 
 
Hallmark 
None 
 
Decoration Program 
See: Description  
 
Description 
The Torah pointer comprises an upper cylindrical handle surmounting a leaf-shaped bar, which tapers towards a 

pointer formed as a clenched hand with a straight index finger.   

The handle includes undulating units set in between compressed globes and rings. A round loop, through which a ring 

is inserted, surmounts the handle. 


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The flat bar is composed of a leaf-shaped unit, topped by a rectangle with curved edges mounted over a round 

medallion. The bar is decorated with different ornaments: a scrolling branch, the Tables of the Covenant and a Star of 

David inscribed: " יד" ”a hand" (that is "a pointer").  

The entire decoration is framed with a running pattern of small triangles. 

 

 

Fig. 1 The back side with the dedication 

 

The back side is inscribed with a dedication, written in square linear letters and reads towards the pointer (fig. 1): 

תהא נשמתו צרורה בצרור . (א"ג תנצבה"התשנ/ ג תמוז"כ) נאסף לבית עולמו(ע " נלב.טרבלסי בר מטירה/ למנוחת הבחור העלוב דניאל"

 ."נדבת דידי חדאד ומשפחתו) אמן, החיים

"(Donated) for the repose of the humble youth Daniel Trabelsi, son of Matira. Passed away on the 23rd of Tamuz 5753 

(12.7.1993), May his soul be bound in the bond of life, Amen. A donation made by Didi Hadad and his family." 

   
History/Provenance 
Daniel Trabelsi was a young man who drowned in the sea on the 23rd of Tamuz, a day within the three weeks of 

mourning known as "Between the Straits" (17th of Tamuz- 9th of Av; Lam. 1:3). According to Jewish tradition, these 

days, commemorating the siege around Jerusalem before the destruction of the Temple, are considered days of 

calamity. Thus, people should be particularly cautious during this period, and especially ought to avoid swimming in the 

sea, which is regarded a most dangerous site.  While documenting the pointers, the members of the community 

mentioned this traditional behavior, regarding Trabelsi's death. For mourning customs conducted "Between the Straits", 

see: Shulhan Arukh, Orakh Hayim, 549-561).  
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Condition 
Intact  
 
Remarks 
1. The name Yad (a hand) for a Torah pointer derive from the pointing hand attached to its tip and functions as an 

indicator of the text. This name was introduced to the North African ritual objects only during the beginning of the 

20th century and reflects the European influence either on the shape of the object as well as on its name. 

2. Similar Torah pointers commemorating the death of Trabelsi were dedicated to several synagogues around the 

Hara Kbira, see for example: Sc.96-32a. 

 

Bibliography 
None  
 
Type: Original 
Photographer: Date: Negative no.: 
Zev Radovan 07.97 854-6, 7; Batch 96-14, 15  

Copyright 
Object: Photograph: 
Sc.96 C.J.A. 

Registrar 
Function: Name: Date: 
Documenter Efrat Assaf-Shapira 07.97 
Researcher Ariella Amar 11.00 
Section Head Ariella Amar 12.00; 06.11 
Editor Dvora Sax 10.11 
IJA No.: Not relevant  
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OBJ Circumcision Knife, Tunisia, Tunis, 1942, Sc.82 (PC)-16  
 
Category: Ritual Objects   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject 
Not relevant   Go to Subject Document 
 
Ornamentation 
Not relevant 
 
Custom 
Circumcision knife 
 
Material & Technique 
Silver 
Structure: cut 
Decoration: engraved 
Bonding: none  
Inscription: engraved 
 
Measurements 
Width: 14 mm  
Length: 132 mm 
Thickness: 6 mm 
 
Hallmark 
None 
 
Decoration Program 
Not relevant 
 
Description 
The circumcision knife comprises a handle and blade (see: Remarks: no. 2). The handle is decorated on both sides: 

the front is engraved by the owner in square Hebrew filled letters: 

  ."  )) 5 (702(בת  ש)שנת(אדר ' מוהל כ). סופו טוב(ט "משה בן יעקב חבאבו ס) 'עבד ה(ה "ע"

"Servant of the Lord, Moses son of Jacob Hababo, may he end well, Mohel (circumciser). The 20th of Adar, 5702 

)9.3.1942( ." 

Name/Title: Mous Khetâna (see: Remarks: no. 1) 
Circumcision knife Object: 

Artist/Maker: Unknown 
1942 Date: 
Husseinite Dynasty under French Rule  
(1881-1956) 

Period: 

Tunisia, Tunis Origin: 
Community: Tunisia, Tunis 
Collection: Sc.82 (PC) 
Location: Not relevant 

Not relevant Site: 
School/Style: Local  


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The opposite side is decorated with an engrailed pattern and a small Star of David. The name "Hai Levy" was added in 

small linear letters (see: Remarks: no. 3).   

 
History/Provenance 
Moses son of Jacob Hababo was trained by R. David Perez, who practiced his occupation as a mohel in Tunis at the 

end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. Perez had several students, among them Makhluf Elbaz, whose 

circumcision implements were also documented, Sc.82 (PC)-18. 

   

  

Fig. 1. Blades used by the mohalim, Jacob Zror and 
Abraham Isaac, Tunis, early 20th century,  

after Eudel, p. 164 

Fig. 2. The Judah Zanguri circumcision implements, 
Libya, Tripoli, 1917, Sc.549-31, 32  

 

Condition 
Intact 
 
Remarks 
1. The name was recorded by the ethnographer Paul Eudel (Eudel, Dictionnaire des Bijoux, p. 164; see also, 

Circumcision shield, Sc.82 (PC)-18. 

2. The shape of circumcision knives differs from place to place, and usually reflects the design of local knives used at 

mealtimes. The knife of both mohalim, Moses son of Jacob Hababo and Hai Levi, was designed as a simple knife 

and differs from the knives documented in Tunis in the beginning of the 20th century by the ethnographer Paul Eudel 

(Eudel, Dictionnaire des Bijoux, p. 164; fig. 1). The later resemble the shape of those used in Libya, designed as a 

pocket-knife (fig. 2).  

Natalia Berger claims that such pocket-knives were a tradition prevalent around the Ottoman Empire and Italy 

(Berger, "Instruments," pp. 39-40, fig. 11; Sabar, "Pregnancy", p. 66). Both designs are widespread in Tunisia and 

Libya, part of the same Ottoman environment. 

3. In North Africa (Tunisia, Libya and Algeria) it was customary to inscribe the name of the mohel on the implements 

he used. Since two names are inscribed on our knife, it may be assumed that it was used by two different mohalim.  

 
 
 


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OBJ Circumcision Shield, Tunisia, Tunis,  20th c., Sc.82 (PC)-17  
 
Category: Ritual Objects   
 

 Name/Title: Magen HaBrit  
 Circumcision shield Object: 
 Artist/Maker: Unknown 
 20th century Date: 
 Husseinite Dynasty under French Rule  

(1881-1956) 
Period: 

 
 Tunisia, Tunis Origin: 
 

Community: Tunisia, Tunis  
Collection: Sc.82 (PC)  
Location: Not relevant  

Not relevant Site:  
 

 
School/Style: Local  

Subject 
Not relevant   Go to Subject Document 
 
Ornamentation 
Not relevant 
 
Custom 
Circumcision shield 
 
Material & Technique 
Silver 
Structure: cut 
Decoration: engraved 
Bonding: none  
Inscription: engraved 
 
Measurements 
Width: 330 mm  
Length: 720 mm  
 
Hallmark 
None 
 
Decoration Program 
Not relevant 
 
Description 
The circumcision shield is a rounded oval plate with a central slit and a small rectangular handle on top. Its front face is 

decorated with a dedicatory inscription and two leafy branches. 

The dedication is engraved in square Hebrew letters, and reads: 

  )."סופו טוב(ט "שמלה ס/ יוסף די נסים)/ הנביא(אליהו אנבי / כבוד"

"(Made for) the honour of the Prophet Elijah, Joseph (son) of Nissim Shamla, may his end be well."  

 

 


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History 
Nissim Shamla was a well known circumciser (mohel) in Tunis. He studied his profession from R. David Perez, who 

practiced his occupation as a mohel in the capital city at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. Perez 

had several students, among them Makhluf Elbaz, Jacob Hababo and Hai Levy, whose circumcision implements also 

survived, Sc.82 (PC)-16; Sc.82 (PC)-18.  

Perez immigrated to Israel in the 1950s and continued to practice his profession till the day he died.  

The shield was one of the circumcision tools of Nissim's son, Joseph, who learned his profession from his father.   

   
Condition 
Intact 
 
Remarks 
1. The circumcision shields all over the world are similarly shaped, with minor changes. Their shape is attuned to their 

function as the protectors of the baby's glans during the removal of the foreskin. The shields differ in their 

decorations which usually define their origin. Each community embellished the implements according to its 

characteristic style (figs. 1, 2; Berger, "Instruments," p. 40, fig. 12). In North Africa it was also customary to inscribe 

the name of the mohel on the implements he used. For comparisons see the blades used by the mohalim Jacob 

Zror and Abraham Isaac, who were both active in Tunis in the beginning of the 20th century. For their implements, 

see: Circumcision knife, Sc.82 (PC)-16, and Eudel, Dictionnaire des Bijoux, p. 164).  

 

  
Fig. 1. Circumcision shield, Libya, 

Tripoli, 1917, Sc.549-32 
Fig. 1. Circumcision shield, Tunis, 

20th century 
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