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The expedition of the Center for Jewish Art to Romania took place in November 2017. The
expedition documented synagogues, Jewish cemeteries and cemetery chapels in Covasna and
B r a kaumnties of Transylvania, and in Prahova county in Wallachia, as well as surveyed the

synagogues in Bucharest.

All documentation from the expedition has been uploaded to the Bezalel Narkiss Index of Jewish
Art.

Transyl vani a: Br aHov

Br a'Ho v i€gituated i tiye southeastern part of Transylvania, along the northern slopes of
the Carpathian Mountains. Its two majort@enr e Br a'Hov and FLgtr aH.

Br aHov

Br aHov (Brass: i n Hungar i saone @ nhe oldest cities tina d t
Transylvania established by Germans (Saxons) in the twelve ce(fgy 1) Until WWII, the
maj ority of t hasTransytvanidarsGepnans;iRbnanianofmom ether parts of the

country were settled in the city by the Socialist government after the war.

Like other Saxon cities, Kronstadt prohibited Jews and Romanians from settling inside its walls.
Therefore, the first Jew established himself in Kronstadt only in 1807 and the official community
was founded in 1828. One hundred years later, in 1930, theee w@r, 594 Jews i n I

comprised 4% of citydés popul ation.

During WWIltheJ ewi sh popul ation of BraHov since 2C
P | o &Afteérithe war, the Jewish populati@ontinuouslydiminished and nowadays there are

about20 J ews i n BraHov.

! Pinkas haehilot: Romaniavol. 1 (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 1970), p. 291.
2 Pinkas hakehilot: Romaniavol. 1, pp. 29293.
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l1.Mar ket Square with City Hal/l I n
Neolog Synagogue

There is no information about the first Syrn
Neolog community was builin 18981901 according to the design of a famous Hungarian
Jewish architect Lippot Baumhorn, whaesignedmany synagogues in Greater Hungary.
Although not very large, the synagogue was very expensive ancbritstructioncost the
community 1.2 milliorKrone*

The synagogue stands in thack part of the plowith access from the streitrough a pathway
between two houses of the Jewish commusityated at the frornthat were also designed by

Baumhorn (Fig2) . The synagogue is promin@andserves t he
today as one of the major tourist attractions of the city (Figs. 3, 4)

3 Baumhorn Lipét Epitész, 186032 (Budapest, 1999). 15

4 Rudolf KleinSynagogues in Hungary, 1%8®18: Genealogy, Typology and Architectural SignificéBedapest:
TERC, 2017), g87.
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During WWII the synagogue was confiscated by the authorities and usastbrage for
vegetables During that period, the organ, situated above the Torah ark, disappeared from the
synagogué. Recently (2007), the synagogue was renovated. New stained glass windows with

coats of arms of Israeli towns were installed (Bjg.

A memorial for the Holocaust victimgas erected in front of the synagogue in 2014.

2-3.Neol og syna g wastere fagade an@ mtaridrosiew towarie east

5 Pinkas hakehilot: Romaniavol. 1, p. 292.
6 Klein,Synagogues in Hungary. 287.
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4Neol og synagogue in Btheedsbv, interior

5. New windows in the Neolog synagogue 6. Neol og y nagogu
Br adov
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Orthodox Synagogue

The Orthodox community in Br aHotedaplisheda fr o
synagogue and a cemetery, but unt i | the Fir
belonged tolte Orthodox camp. Significant growth of the Orthodox community took place in the
1920s, when Jews from MaramureH (a region ir
city. A new Orthodox synagogue was built in 1928258 Notwithstanding its veryprominent

facade with a menorah flanked by griffins (Frg, the building is situated in the courtyard of a
dwelling house andamnot be seen from the street.

In the last decades of the®0entury, the community abandoned the Orthodox synagogue and

thebuilding deteriorate rapidly (Fig.8).

rd

7.0rt hodox synagogue in Bradov, nortt

" Pinkas hekehilot: Romaniavol. 1, pp. 291.
8 Pinkas hakehilot: Romaniavol. 1, pp. 292.
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8.0rt hodox synagogueéhesouth Bradov, Vview

B o e S

Neolog Jewish Cemetery

The Neol og Jewi sh c¢ e metheeChristian cemeiries, bl has a separate t a
entrancegate. It is situated on a sloped terrain: the gates and cemetery chapel (see below) are
situated in its lower pargnda terrace with pointed arches is placed in its upper, southern part.

The earliest tombstonesill standingare from the 1860s. Several tombstones from 1846e
movedto a memorial structure at the southern terfasgre they stndaround the geniza for
Torah scrolls desecrated during WWII (F8). There are three manlsums in the cemetery, of
the Matyas, Adler and Eisenstein families (Flg). Identical tombstones of Jewish soldiers
killed in the First World War are situated alongear the paths.

°Seeals@a SY2 NA I OA YA (i d20RIZINSNY pp ENI 31T G A
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BraHov cemetery i s an i nt er eonintothegmajoritycultwreat o r
The tombstones from the 1840s bear only very traditional Hebrew epitaphs. Starting from the
1850s, the Hebrew epitaphvere supplied with German texts, ranging from the name of the
deceased and his life dates to long poetitapps. In the late 9century,German isreplaced

with Hungarianon sever al monument s. After WWI , wh e
German epitaphs disappeared, but almost all tombstones had inssiiptitumgarians. Only in

the late 1930s singlepitaphs in Romanian appeared. In the first decades after WWII, Hungarian

epitaphs continued and were finally replaced by the Romanian ones only in thé'laga20y.

LI T 4 8.

9Neo|og Jewi cemetery |fmmtﬁerls4n()sov, geni z
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100Neol og Jewish cemetery in Bradov,

Neolog Cemetery Chapel

The cemetery chapel staswear the entrance to the cemetery. It is accessed via a staircase under
a wooden carved portico with nddoorish motifs(Fig. 11) Above the wide entrance door an
inscriptionreadd | 1 ¢ ., v _ Y 11 (Return toyourirest; o my soul; for the Lord has

dealt bountifully with you, Ps. 116:7). Another wide door with an identical inscription leads to
the burial ground behd the chap€lFig. 12)

There are four rooms in the chapel: the main room for the funeral service; a cleansing room,

where a table for ritual c¢cleansing and two b
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11.Neol og Cemet er ynotherafpcade i n Br a Gov,

12Neol og Cemetery Chapel in Bradov,
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