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Unirea Sf©ntŁ Synagogue in Bucharest 

 

The expedition was made possible thanks to the generous support of 
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The expedition of the Center for Jewish Art to Romania took place in November 2017. The 

expedition documented synagogues, Jewish cemeteries and cemetery chapels in Covasna and 

Braĸov counties of Transylvania, and in Prahova county in Wallachia, as well as surveyed the 

synagogues in Bucharest. 

All documentation from the expedition has been uploaded to the Bezalel Narkiss Index of Jewish 

Art. 

 

Transylvania: BraἨov County 

BraἨov Country is situated in the southeastern part of Transylvania, along the northern slopes of 

the Carpathian Mountains. Its two major towns are BraἨov and FŁgŁraἨ. 

BraἨov 

BraἨov (Brass· in Hungarian and Kronstadt in German) is one of the oldest cities in 

Transylvania, established by Germans (Saxons) in the twelve century (Fig. 1). Until WWII, the 

majority of the cityôs population was Transylvanian Germans; Romanians from other parts of the 

country were settled in the city by the Socialist government after the war. 

Like other Saxon cities, Kronstadt prohibited Jews and Romanians from settling inside its walls. 

Therefore, the first Jew established himself in Kronstadt only in 1807 and the official community 

was founded in 1828. One hundred years later, in 1930, there were 2,594 Jews in BraἨov, who 

comprised 4% of cityôs population.1 

During WWII the Jewish population of BraἨov since 200 Jews were expelled to the city from 

PloeἨti.2 After the war, the Jewish population continuously diminished and nowadays there are 

about 200 Jews in BraἨov. 

                                                           

1 Pinkas ha-kehilot: Romania, vol. 1 (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 1970), p. 291. 
2 Pinkas ha-kehilot: Romania, vol. 1, pp. 292-293. 
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1. Market Square with City Hall in Braѽov 

Neolog Synagogue 

There is no information about the first synagogue in BraἨov. The existing synagogue of the 

Neolog community was built in 1898-1901 according to the design of a famous Hungarian-

Jewish architect Lippòt Baumhorn, who designed many synagogues in Greater Hungary.3 

Although not very large, the synagogue was very expensive and its construction cost the 

community 1.2 million Krone.4 

The synagogue stands in the back part of the plot with access from the street through a pathway  

between two houses of the Jewish community situated at the front that were also designed by 

Baumhorn (Fig. 2). The synagogue is prominent in the cityscape of BraἨov (Fig. 6) and serves 

today as one of the major tourist attractions of the city (Figs. 3, 4). 

                                                           

3 Baumhorn Lipót Építész, 1860-1932 (Budapest, 1999), p. 15. 
4 Rudolf Klein, Synagogues in Hungary, 1782ς1918: Genealogy, Typology and Architectural Significance (Budapest: 
TERC, 2017), p. 287. 
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During WWII the synagogue was confiscated by the authorities and used as storage for 

vegetables.5 During that period, the organ, situated above the Torah ark, disappeared from the 

synagogue.6 Recently (2007), the synagogue was renovated. New stained glass windows with 

coats of arms of Israeli towns were installed (Fig. 5). 

A memorial for the Holocaust victims was erected in front of the synagogue in 2014. 

    

2-3. Neolog synagogue in Braѽov, western façade and interior view towards the east 

                                                           

5 Pinkas ha-kehilot: Romania, vol. 1, p. 292. 
6 Klein, Synagogues in Hungary, p. 287. 
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4. Neolog synagogue in Braѽov, interior view towards the east 

 

  
5. New windows in the Neolog synagogue in 

Braѽov 

6. Neolog synagogue in the cityscape of Braѽov 
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Orthodox Synagogue 

The Orthodox community in BraἨov split from the Neolog one in 1877.7 It established a 

synagogue and a cemetery, but until the First World War only a minority of BraἨovôs Jews 

belonged to the Orthodox camp. Significant growth of the Orthodox community took place in the 

1920s, when Jews from MaramureἨ (a region in the northern part of Transylvania) settled in the 

city. A new Orthodox synagogue was built in 1924-1925.8 Notwithstanding its very prominent 

façade with a menorah flanked by griffins (Fig. 7), the building is situated in the courtyard of a 

dwelling house and cannot be seen from the street.  

In the last decades of the 20th century, the community abandoned the Orthodox synagogue and 

the building deteriorated rapidly (Fig. 8). 

 

7. Orthodox synagogue in Braѽov, northwestern faade 

                                                           

7 Pinkas ha-kehilot: Romania, vol. 1, pp. 291. 
8 Pinkas ha-kehilot: Romania, vol. 1, pp. 292. 
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8. Orthodox synagogue in Braѽov, view from the south 

Neolog Jewish Cemetery 

The Neolog Jewish cemetery in BraἨov is attached to the Christian cemeteries, but has a separate 

entrance gate. It is situated on a sloped terrain: the gates and cemetery chapel (see below) are 

situated in its lower part, and a terrace with pointed arches is placed in its upper, southern part. 

The earliest tombstones still standing are from the 1860s. Several tombstones from 1840s were 

moved to a memorial structure at the southern terrace,9 where they stand around the geniza for 

Torah scrolls desecrated during WWII (Fig. 9). There are three mausoleums in the cemetery, of 

the Matyas, Adler and Eisenstein families (Fig. 10). Identical tombstones of Jewish soldiers 

killed in the First World War are situated along one of the paths. 

                                                           

9 See also aŜƳƻǊƛŀ ŎƛƳƛǘƛǊŜƭƻǊ ŜǾǊŜƛŜǓǘƛ (.ǳŎǳǊŜǓǘƛΣ нллт), pp. 72-73. 
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BraἨov cemetery is an interesting indicator of the Jewish acculturation into the majority culture. 

The tombstones from the 1840s bear only very traditional Hebrew epitaphs. Starting from the 

1850s, the Hebrew epitaphs were supplied with German texts, ranging from the name of the 

deceased and his life dates to long poetic epitaphs. In the late 19th century, German is replaced 

with Hungarian on several monuments. After WWI, when BraἨov became part of Romania, 

German epitaphs disappeared, but almost all tombstones had inscriptions in Hungarians. Only in 

the late 1930s single epitaphs in Romanian appeared. In the first decades after WWII, Hungarian 

epitaphs continued and were finally replaced by the Romanian ones only in the late 20th century. 

 

 

9. Neolog Jewish cemetery in Braѽov, geniza and tombstones from the 1840s 
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10. Neolog Jewish cemetery in Braѽov, general view 

 

Neolog Cemetery Chapel 

The cemetery chapel stands near the entrance to the cemetery. It is accessed via a staircase under 

a wooden carved portico with neo-Moorish motifs (Fig. 11). Above the wide entrance door an 

inscription reads ˧ ˩˧˪˰ ˪ˬˠ ˧˧ ˧˩ ˧˩˧˥ˣˮˬ˪ ˧˷˲ˮ ˧˟ˣ˷ (Return to your rest, o my soul; for the Lord has 

dealt bountifully with you, Ps. 116:7). Another wide door with an identical inscription leads to 

the burial ground behind the chapel (Fig. 12). 

There are four rooms in the chapel: the main room for the funeral service; a cleansing room, 

where a table for ritual cleansing and two biers are preserved; a morgue; and a caretakerôs room.  
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11. Neolog Cemetery Chapel in Braѽov, northern façade 

 
12. Neolog Cemetery Chapel in Braѽov, southern faade 
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