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The project Historic Synagogues of Europe was undertaken by the Center for Jewish Art at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (CJA) and the
Foundation for Jewish Heritage in order to provide i for the first time T a comprehensive inventory of all 3,342 extant synagogue buildings in
Europe. The inventory is available online (http://historicsynagogueseurope.org) and indicates also the significance and physical condition of every
edifice. Synagogues that are today still in existence in various forms account for 17 percent of ca. 20,000 synagogues in Europe before WWII.
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Synagogue in Voupa, Belarus, 18" century. Synagogue of
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Today, only 57 timber synagogues are preserved, although two were recently ?J?i nlgt\r;v.wllgm century. Burned

replicated in Poland. Among extant wooden synagogues, we rated 27 as
having international or national significance and 24 as being in a poor or very
bad physical condition. Notwithstanding several successful cases of restoration
described below, we are facing the risk of the almost total disappearance of
this unique historical and architectural phenomenon.

Salvaged synagogues: restoration in the last minute before collapse
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Synagogue in Kurkliai, Lithuania, architect PovilasJ ur an a s
1936. Abandoned.

Zev Radovan, 1994 © CJA -

Istipol Synagogue in Istanbul, Turkey, 18981 1909. Abandoned.
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Synagogue in Pakruojis, Lithuania, 1801

The (750,000 project was carried out over three years by the Pakruojis Regional Administration,
with financing from Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein under the European Economic Area and
Norway financial grants mechanism (EEA). The synagogue was rededicated in 2017.

The building houses a children& literature section of the Juozas P a u k g Public Lilsrary and also
B e P——— host concerts and other cultural events. An exhibit tells the history of the Jews of the Pakruojis region.
Synagogue and RE&dbi gsthuhraau s e i n

architect Kazys Krulikas, 1938. Abandoned.

Sergey Kravtsov, 2017 © CJA

Synagogue in Alanta, Lithuania, late 19" century. Under
reconstruction.

Great Synagogue in Ludza, Latvia. Built ca. 1800, brick clad in late 19 century

The 0250,000 restoration project was mainly funded by a grant from the EEA. Other funding came

from the city and state. The synagogue was rededicated in 2017.

The only synagogue in Latvia to preserve an inner cupola, the building now houses a museum with a

Old (Small) Synagogue in Kulashi, Georgia, 1862? Abandoned. Soldiersé6Synagogue in Tomsk, Siberia, Russia, architect multimedia exhibition on Jewish life, culture and local Jewish history, and a section on the World War
Andrei Langer, 1907. Abandoned. [l Ludza Ghetto.

Viadimir Levin, 2015 © CJA
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