LUDWIG YEHUDA WOLPERT, 19001981

Ludwig Yehuda Wolpert, a pioneer of modern design of
Jewish ceremonial art, died on 6 November, 1981, at the
age of 81. His work is an exquisite fulfilment of the biblical
concept of ‘This is my God and I shall adorn him’.

Born near Heidelberg to a traditional family, Wolpert
soon came to know and cherish his Jewish heritage. He
developed an interest in art at an early age, and in 1916 he
enrolled in the sculpture class at the School of Arts and
Crafts in Frankfurt a.M. After four years of independent
work as a sculptor, he returned to the School of Arts and
Crafts to study metalwork under a silversmith who had
previously taught at the Bauhaus in Weimar. It was at this
stage that he decided to devote himself to the creation of
Jewish ceremonial art, applying the new trends formulated
at that time to his work.

With the rise of Nazism in 1933 he came to Palestine,
where in 1935 he became professor and director of the
metalcraft department at the New Bezalel Academy for
Arts and Crafts in Jerusalem. His teaching stressed sim-
plicity and functional purity of design, and influenced a
school of Israeli artists and craftsmen.

In 1956, at the request of Drs Abraham Kanof and
Stephen Kaiser, he established and consequently came to
direct the Tobe Pascher Workshop at the Jewish Museum in
New York. This workshop is still the only one devoted
exclusively to the creation of modern Jewish ceremonial
art. Among his many important commissions, a prominent
place belongs to the cylindrical Torah ark presented to
President Truman by the first Israeli president, Chaim Weiz-
mann, in 1948 (see photo). His monumental work is best
represented by the gate of the International Synagogue at
Kennedy Airport, and by the furnishings and ceremonial
objects in the Jewish Chapel of the U.S. Air Force Aca-
demy in Colorado Springs. His works have been widely ex-
hibited in Germany, Israel and the States.

In 1976 the Spertus College of Judaica in Chicago
made him Doctor of Hebrew Letters honoris causa, in rec-
ognition of his contribution to the design and practice of
Jewish art. The honorary scroll summarizes Wolpert’s
unique talent and its impact on modern Jewish design:
‘Ludwig Yehuda Wolpert, artist, master of Jewish cere-

monial art, inspiring teacher and pioneer in the expression
of ancient themes in contemporary form. Your inspired
creativity and profound insight into Jewish life have en-
abled you to imbue material substance with the letter and
spirit of Jewish observance. In the spirit of Bezalel of old,
you have wrought works for the enhancement of the
sacred, thereby lending to art a sacred dimension. ... by
your influence on a generation of disciples you have lent
your genius to future creativity in Jewish ceremonial art’.
His death is a personal loss to all who knew him and
a loss to the world of an inspired and inspiring artist and
teacher.
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Torah Ark, Gift of Dr. Weizmann to President Truman.
Truman Library, Independence, Missouri.




