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Index of Jewish Art, Iconographical Index of Hebrew Iluminated 
Manuseripts, Volume I, by Bezalel Narkiss and Gabrielle Sed-Rajna, 
in collaboration with Jonathan Benjamin, Christine Evans, Michael 
Garel, Hava Lazar, Irit Salmon, Nicolas Jean-Sed, Dalia Shahak and 
Debbi Sinai. Jerusalem-Paris, 1976. 

From the Introduction to the first volume: 
The Index of Jewish Art sets out to be complementary to the 
Princeton Index of Christian Art in a field that the latter, by defi 
tion, had to leave out of its scope: a comprehensive subject index of 
Jewish art. 

Jewish art in this context refers to objects made for the use 
and appreciation of people living according to the Jewish tradition, 
in their ritual and cveryday life, including artifacts created by non- 
Jewish artists. The scope of Jewish, as distinct from Israclite art is 
confined in this definition to the hellenistic period onwards. The 
artistic style of Jewish art objects is hardly ever different from that 
of the contemporary local art of the surrounding society. Hence the 
role of Jewish iconography became predominant in art. 

In attempting (o build a comprehensive index of Jewish art, it 
was realized that it can only be compiled in stages. It was, therefore, 
decided to start the Index by listing the subjects in Hebrew illumi- 
nated manuscripts, the medium which has the largest number of 
illustrations compared with other media in Jewish art. 

The aim of this first part of the Index is thus to list systemati- 
cally all subjects and their iconographic representations in Hebrew 
manuscripts from the ninth century — the date of the carliest extant 
evidence — up to the sixteenth century, when illumination declined. 
The analytical descriptions will deal exclusively with narative illu- 
strations and with symbolic subjects. Omaments will only be listed 
according to formal categories and techniques. 

Though this part of the Index will only be comprehensive once 
all Hebrew manuscripts in public and private collections throughout 
the world have been analysed, it seemed advisable to publish the 
Index progressively in order to facilitate the use of the material. 
Thus the Index will appear in annual issues of small groups of manu- 
scripts in the form of card files. The choice of the manuscripts 
presented in one issue will depend on technical considerations and 
will follow the research program, carried out according to the pre- 
sent location of the manuscripts. 

The first volume is a culmination of four years work describing 
and analyzing manuscripts in French and Isracli collections. The two 
main researchers and their assistants used what they thought to be 
the best way to publish the Index. The work was made possible 
through the collaboration of two institutions — the Isracl Academy 
of Sciences and Humanities, Jerusalem and the Institut de Recher- 
che et d’Histoire des Textes, which is part of the Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique, France. The collaboration was made feasible 
through the cultural agreements between France and Isracl. Addi- 
tional financial help was given by the Memorial Foundation for 
Jewish Culture, New York and the Hebrew University, Jerusalem. 
‘Also of great importance was the constant encouragement of Pro- 
fessors Jean Glénisson and Joshua Prawer. 

SECTION I contains cards giving an analytical des 
cach manuscript. The descriptions are divided into 
four parts, each presented on a special card. The 
four kinds of cards are linked by an identical bibli- 
ographical heading. Each card has a running pagina- 
tion which enables easy rearranging. Descriptions 
are presented as follows: 

card gives the physical aspects of the manuscript 
and its history; 

the CODEX 

1t1ls) 

card lists the main kinds of decorations contained 

in the manuscript with a quantitative appreciation 
the DECOR 

of each; 

cards describe single subjects in the order in which 

they appear in the present state of the manuscript. 

Since in these cards the subject has to appear in the 
heading, the bibliographical data are placed at the 
bottom of the cards. Each description is printed 
with a photograph; 
card gives a comprehensive bibliography of the 
manuscript in the order of its printing. 

the ICON 

the BIBL 

is an alphabetical list of all subjects recorded in the 
iconographic cards of Section L. Two cards are de- 
voted to each subject: the 

REFERENCE  cards list the literary sources (Bible, Midrash, litur- 
gical texts), for the principal iconographic com- 
ponents used in the illustration; 
cards give a list of the manuscripts, with the folio 
number where the subject appears. 

SECTION 1T 

the INDEX 

Volume I contains 312 reference cards and 236 cards describing 
four manuscripts of the haggadah: 

1. Birds' Head Haggadah, Upper Rhine, ca. 1300, Jerusalem, 
Isracl Museum, ms 180/57. 

2. Erna Michael Haggadah, Middle Rhine, ca. 1375—1400, 
Jerusalem, Israel Museum, ms 181/18. 
Chantilly Haggadah, Crete (?) ca. 15501580, Chantilly, 
Musée Condé, ms 732. 

4. Greek Haggadah, Crete (?) 1583, Paris, Bibliothéque 
nationale, ms. Hébr. 1388. 

The second volume will continue publication of haggadah 
manuscripts in collections in France and Israel and, as the Index is 
arranged alphabetically, any additional subject will be added in its 
proper alphabetical order. It is planned that each year two or three 
manuscripts of a similar size will be published depending on the 
availability of researchers and funds. Future rescarch will begin in 
England, Italy and the U.S.A. which possess the largest collections 
of Hebrew illuminated manuscripts. 

The use of the Index is intended for historians, art historians, 
students of Bible, Talmud and Jewish customs and culture. This will 
enable, for the first time, illustration of Jewish life in all its aspects. 
It will also allow the scholar interested in Jewish and Christian 
iconography to make comparisons and to try and make derivations 
of various subjects. In the first volume there are over 180 subjects 
described dealing with biblical narratives, halakhah, rituals customs 
of Passover and daily life. The teacher and educator of Judaism, of 
the Bible, Jewish and gencral history will find illustrative examples 
which will allow them to broaden the student's association with the 
general culture of the period. The ease with which it is possible to 
duplicate the cards will permit the researcher and teacher to make 
various uses of the Index. 

It is advised to purchase two copies of each volume to allow 
combined filing of Section 1 and Section 2 by inserting the /CON 
cards of Section 1 in their alphabetical place behind the Reference 
and Index cards of Section 2. The cost of Volume I is $15.00. 
Subscribers in America and Israel can order the Index from the 
Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, P.O.B. 4040, Jerusa- 
lem. Subscribers in Europe can order from: Editions du CNRS, 15 
quai Anatole France, 75700 Paris, France. 


