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This report assesses the current situation of Holocaust memorial 
monuments in Croatia as seen on the research expedition by the 
Center for Jewish Art at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 
2021. The expedition was undertaken as a part of the research 
project, generously supported by the Keller Foundation.

The team of the Center for Jewish Art travelled to Croatia from 
26 July to 5 August 2021 and visited the following cities and 
towns:  Bjelovar, Čakovec, Cernik, Đakovo, Daruvar, Dubrovnik, 
Karlovac, Koprivnica, Križevci, Opatija, Osijek, Rijeka, Sisak, 
Slatina, Slavonski Brod, Split, Varaždin, Virovitica, Vukovar, 
and Zagreb (Fig. 1). 

The main goal of the expedition was to survey the preserved 
buildings of active and former synagogues and cemetery 
chapels. In conjunction with this goal, the team also surveyed 
Holocaust monuments and commemorative signs in these 
localities.1 The major Croatian Holocaust site — the Jasenovac 
concentration camp  — was deliberately omitted.

Free settlement of Jews in territories of the future Kingdom of 
Croatia-Slavonia became possible only in 1783, as a consequence 
of the Edict of Tolerance issued by emperor Joseph II in 1792. 
Jewish migrants to Croatia came mostly from Hungary and 
from other Habsburg Lands like Austria, Bohemia and Moravia. 
In the interwar period, some 20,000 Jews lived in Croatia.

During WWII, the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) ruled by 
the fascist organization Ustaša embarked upon the annihilation 
of local Jews. According to Yad Vashem, 81% of Jews in Croatia 
(as well as in Bosnia and Herzegovina occupied by NDH) 
perished in the Holocaust (30,000 out of 37,000).2 Survivors 
managed to commemorate these losses; there are hundreds 
of epitaphs in Croatian Jewish cemeteries mentioning one or 
more family members as “victims of Fascism.” The survivors, 
however, were unable to revive the pre-war level of community 
activities and restore synagogues. 

The World Jewish Congress estimates the current Jewish 
population of Croatia at approximately 1,700 (as of 2001). Three 
quarters of Croatia’s Jews live in the capital of Zagreb, with other 
small communities in Osijek, Rijeka, Split, and Dubrovnik. The 
present situation of Jewish built heritage in Croatia – like in 
many other countries – emerged as the combination of the 
impact of the Shoah, the post-war policies towards the Jews, 
and contemporary developments in the European Union. 

Monuments commemorating the Holocaust in Croatia are 
mostly situated in spaces that could be defined as interior 
Jewish spaces and are not visible to the general public. For 
example, memorial plaques commemorating the victims of the 
Holocaust and Jewish fighters of Tito’s partisans are placed 
inside the Jewish Community building in Zagreb (Figs. 2–4) 
and the synagogue of Split (Figs. 5 and 6). A modest monument 
is situated at the entrance to the synagogue in Rijeka (Fig. 7).

1 For an overview of Jewish sites in Croatia see Jewish Heritage Sites in Croatia: Preliminary Report (Washington, DC: 
United States Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad, 2005).

2  https://www.yadvashem.org/righteous/stories/the-holocaust-in-croatia.html. According to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, 30,148 Jews out of 39,400 perished in the territory of Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, annexed to the 
Independent State of Croatia, and Dalmatia, occupied by Italy, see https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/
jewish-losses-during-the-holocaust-by-country. 

2. Holocaust memorial plaque  
in the Jewish Community Building in Zagreb (1961). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

3. Memorial plaque to the Jewish fighters  
in the Jewish Community Building in Zagreb (2003). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA. 

1. Map of Croatia. Via Wikimedia Commons.
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4. Holocaust memorial plaque  
in the Jewish Community Building in Zagreb.  

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

5. Memorial plaque to the Jewish fighters in the synagogue 
in Split (1961). Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

7. Holocaust memorial plaque at the entrance to the synagogue in Rijeka.  
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

6. Memorial plaque to Jewish fighters in the synagogue 
in Split. Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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Many memorial monuments are situated in the Jewish cemeteries, both the monuments erected under the Tito’s 
Communist regime, like in Čakovec (late 1940s?), Opatija (1950s), Zagreb (1960s?), Daruvar (1960s?, Fig. 8), Split 
(1973, Fig. 9), Koprivnica (1975), Rijeka (1981, Fig. 10), and more recent monuments like in Varaždin (2015, Fig. 11), 
Dubrovnik (2019, Fig. 12), and Križevci (2020, Fig. 13). The memorial in Đakovo by a Croatia-born Israeli sculptor 
Dina Merhav (2013) is placed at the entrance to the Jewish cemetery (Fig. 14). Therefore, the Holocaust memorials 
speak mostly to a Jewish audience with the intention of expressing Jewish sorrow and therefore are removed from 
the sight of non-Jews.

9. Holocaust Memorial in the Lovrinac Jewish cemetery of Split 
(1973, sculptor Nandor Glid). Photo courtesy of Ana Lebl.

10. Holocaust Memorial  
in the Kozala Jewish cemetery of Rijeka  (1981, sculptor Zdenko Sila). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

8. Holocaust Memorial  
in the Jewish cemetery of Daruvar (1960s?). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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11. Holocaust Memorial 
in the Jewish cemetery 

of Varaždin (2015). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

12. Holocaust Memorial  
in the Jewish cemetery of Dubrovnik 

(2016, arch. Ivan Čerešnješ). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

13. Holocaust Memorial in the New 
Jewish cemetery of Križevci (2020). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

14. “Peace and Heaven” memorial 
at the entrance to the Jewish cemetery of Đakovo (2013, sculptor Dina Merhav). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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Such placement of the monuments follows the pattern of memorials of the fallen Jewish soldiers of the First 
World War, which are also situated in the cemeteries (for instance, Koprivnica, Slavonski Brod, Križevci, Fig. 15). 
In Koprivnica, the monument commemorating the victims of the Holocaust is combined with the memorial to the 
soldiers of the First World War (Fig. 16). 

Three Holocaust memorials in Croatian cemeteries deserve special attention. In Čakovec, the memorial was made – 
probably in the late 1940s – of an unused prominent family grave. This monument includes a statue of a medieval/
barbaric soldier holding down a mother holding a child in her hands (Fig. 17).

15. Memorial to the Jewish soldiers of the First World War 
in the New Jewish cemetery of Križevci (1920s). Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

16. Holocaust Memorial  
in the Jewish cemetery of Koprivnica (1975), combined with 
the memorial to the Jewish soldiers of World War I (1920s). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

17.  Holocaust memorial 
in the Jewish sector 

of the cemetery in Čakovec (1940s). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA. 
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The monument in the Jewish section of 
the municipal cemetery in Opatija – as 
discovered by Ivan Čerešnješ – was made 
from the eighteenth-century Italian Torah 
ark, donated by the Jewish community in 
Trieste for the new synagogue in Opatija, 
which had never been built (Figs. 18 and 19).

In Zagreb, the monument in the Mirogoj 
Cemetery was constructed using the statue 
of Moses taken from the grave of the Glück 
family (Fig. 20). Moses holds the Tablets of 
the Law, upon which all commandments 
are represented by Roman numerals, except 
for two which are written in Croatian: “thou 
shalt not kill” and “thou shalt not steal” 
(Fig. 21). A special plaque was installed 
on the grave of the Glück family where the 
statue originally stood (Fig. 22).

18. Holocaust memorial in the Jewish sector of the 
cemetery in Opatija (1950s). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

19. Holocaust memorial in the Jewish sector of the cemetery in Opatija (1950s). Drawing by Ekaterina Sosensky © CJA.
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20. Holocaust memorial in the Mirogoj Cemetery in Zagreb. 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

21. Holocaust memorial  
in the Mirogoj Cemetery in Zagreb.  

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

22. Grave of the Glück family, from which the statue of Moses 
was taken for the Holocaust memorial in the Mirogoj Cemetery 

in Zagreb. Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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Our expedition saw only two Holocaust 
memorials situated in prominent public 
places. The first is the sculpture “Mother 
and Child” in Osijek by the renown British 
Jewish sculptor Oscar Nemon (1965), a 
native of Osijek. The statue stands at the 
center of a square, in front of the Jewish 
Community Building (Fig. 23). Its meaning 
as the Holocaust memorial, however, is 
obscure. Daniel Zec, who researched the 
Rezeptionsgeschichte (reception history) 
of Nemon’s statue, argued that “from the 
very beginning … the interpretation of the 
meaning of the monument varied between the 
war sufferings of the Jews and the universal 
victims of fascist terror.” 3 

One more public monument is a plaque in 
the pavement in the central square in Split, 
on the place where synagogue furniture 
was burnt (Fig. 24). Installed by the Split 
municipality in 2018, the small plaque could 
not be seen well, especially when the square 
is full of people. 

Another monument in a public space in Split 
is a memorial stone situated in the courtyard 
of the Pojišan Elementary School in Split. 
The monument was erected in 2010 “in 
memory of 1,500,000 children killed in the 
Holocaust” (Fig. 25). 

3  Danijel Zec, “Danica Pinterović, Oscar Nemon i spomenik osječkim i slavonskim Židovima – žrtvama Holokausta,” Scrinia 
Slavonica 18, no. 1 (2018): 405–28. (https://hrcak.srce.hr/212080). 

24. A sign at the place of the synagogue furniture burning in Split (2018). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

23. Mother and Child in Osijek 
(1965, sculptor Oscar Nemon). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

25. Holocaust memorial in the yard of the Elementary 
school Pojišan in Split. Photo courtesy of Ana Lebl.
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Commemorative signs placed 
where destroyed synagogues 
are another type of Holocaust 
memorials. 

Modest plaques in Hebrew 
and Croatian, hardly seen by 
passers-by, mark the places of 
the Temple in Zagreb (1990s) 
and the synagogue in Virovitica 
(1996). The plaque in Zagreb 
informs that there stood the 
central synagogue of the city, 
built in 1867, and destroyed by 
fascists in 1941 (Fig. 26). The 
plaques in Virovitica contain 
a similar text: “Here stood 
the synagogue of the Jewish 
community of Virovitica, 
built in 1863, destroyed in 
the beginning of the Second 
World War in 1941. Virovitica, 
1996” (Fig. 27). The place of 
the Great Synagogue in Rijeka 
is marked by an information 
board in six languages (Fig. 28). 
After our expedition, on 13 
September 2021, a memorial 
plaque was placed on the site 
of the demolished synagogue in 
Karlovac.4

4  https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/56027-memorial-plaque-placed-in-karlovac-at-site-of-former-synagogue. 

26. Memorial sign marking the place  
of the Temple in Zagreb (1990s). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

27. Memorial sign marking the place of the synagogue  
in Virovitica (1996). Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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The most prominent memorial sign marks the place of 
the synagogue in Čakovec (1997, Fig. 29). It includes a 
large metal Magen David and two inscriptions. The large 
inscription in Hebrew and Croatian says, “Here stood the 
synagogue, established in 1836 and destroyed in 1944.” 
The second inscription provides the date of the unveiling 
of the memorial: “Čakovec, 25 May 1997.” Another visible 
plaque in the form of a Star of David was recently installed 
at the place of the synagogue in the Upper town in Osijek. 
It has a similar text to other plaques in Hebrew and 
Croatian: “Here stood the synagogue, built in 1869, burnt 
in 1941, demolished in 1950” (Fig. 30). 

Commemorative signs on preserved buildings of 
synagogues could convey the memory about the Holocaust, 
but do not always. The small memorial plaque near the 
entrance of the synagogue in Sisak is written in Hebrew 
and Croatian, saying that “this synagogue was constructed 
in 1880 and served the Jewish community of Sisak until 
its extermination in the Holocaust in 1941.” The plaque 
was unveiled in 1999 by the Jewish community and later 
replaced by a newer version (Figs. 31 and 32).

29. Memorial sign marking the place of the synagogue in Čakovec (1997). Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

28. Information board marking the place  
of the Great Synagogue in Rijeka. 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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30. Memorial sign marking the place of the synagogue in the Upper Town of Osijek (2010s). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

31. Memorial plaque 
on the former synagogue in Sisak, as installed in 1999. 
Photo of 1999. Archives of the Center for Jewish Art. 

32. Memorial plaque 
on the former synagogue in Sisak. 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021  © CJA.
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In contrast, the large plaque on the synagogue in Slatina, in Hebrew and Croatian, says nothing about the Holocaust: 
“Here was the synagogue of Slatina Jews, constructed in 1884. The memorial is established by the Jewish community 
of Virovitica and the city council of Slatina in 2008” (Fig. 33). In Koprivnica, a board written in four languages 
was placed several years ago by the Tourist Association of Koprivnica-Križevačka (Fig. 34). The text describes 
the history of the synagogue, but refrains from mentioning the Holocaust: “Since 1941 synagogue has not been in 
function.” Similarly, the plaque on the former synagogue in the Lower Town in Osijek, made by its current owner, 
the Evangelical church, does not mention the Holocaust: “This synagogue, a monument of culture, was built by the 
Jewish community in 1902 and renovated by the Evangelical church, Glad Tidings, in 1980” (Fig. 35).

33. Memorial plaque 
on the former synagogue in Slatina (2008). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

34. Information board at the former synagogue in Koprivnica. 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

35. Plaque on the former synagogue 
in the Lower Town of Osijek. 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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Our expedition visited two memorials at the sites of Croatian concentration camps: Danica camp in Koprivnica and 
Tenja camp near Osijek. The first memorial was established in 1981 and does not single out Jews as victims of the 
Holocaust (Fig. 36). In the beginning of 2021, panels with the names of all victims of the camp was installed. These 
panels contain many Jewish names, but the information plaque does not contain the word “Jew” (Fig. 37).

The place of the camp in Tenja, which was mostly intended for the Jews of Osijek, is marked by a simple obelisk. The 
inscription on its upper part – probably from Tito’s times – reads: “Here was a fascist camp through which thousands 
of patriots of this region passed. This memorial stone was erected as a sign of remembrance and gratitude to the fallen 
patriots by the people of this region.” Only the inscription in the lower part of the monument introduces the topic 
of Jewish victims: “The Jewish community of Osijek restored the original monument on the occasion of the day of 
suffering and heroism Yom Ha Shoa in memory of the Jewish victims. Osijek, 27 Nisan 5764. 18 April 2004” (Fig. 38).

38. Memorial sign commemorating the Tenja concentration camp near Osijek 
(renovated in 2004 by the Jewish Community and in 2016 by the municipality). 

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

36. Danica camp memorial in Koprivnica (1981).
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.

37. Plaque (2021), 
Danica camp memorial in Koprivnica (1981).

Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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In general, it could be stated that the visibility of the Croatian Holocaust memorials in is not especially high and they 
are mostly confined to Jewish spaces. The following example is quite illustrative: in 2016, the city of Đakovo and the 
Jewish Community of Osijek inaugurated a marble wall plaque in the memory of the gravedigger, Stjepan Kolb, who 
buried Jewish victims of the Đakovo Concentration Camp in individual graves and recorded their names, so that the 
graves could be identified after the war (Fig. 39). 5 This plaque, written in Croatian, states that such respectful burial 
was unique “in all of Europe.” The plaque faces the cemetery, not the street so that it can be read only by people who 
have entered the cemetery, while passers-by cannot see it. 

The last decade witnessed a certain change in the policies of Holocaust memorialization in Croatia. We see that 
municipalities became involved in Holocaust commemoration, for example, the Slatina synagogue plaque in 2008 
(Fig. 33), the memorial sign at the place of the Tenja concentration camp near Osijek in 2016 (Fig. 38), the above-
mentioned plaque in Đakovo in 2016 (Fig. 39), the plaque in Split in 2018 (Fig. 24), and the monument in Križevci in 
2020 (Fig. 13). In 2019, the city council decided to erect a large memorial in the main railway station of Zagreb.6 The 
involvement of the municipalities raises public awareness of the memorials hidden in Jewish spaces.

5  Five original post-war tin grave markers were donated to Yad Vashem in 2011, see https://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/
exhibitions/bearing-witness/djakovo.asp. 

6  See https://www.zagreb.hr/izgradnja-spomenika-zrtvama-holokausta/165645; https://www.total-croatia-news.com/
made-in-croatia/45893-zagreb-s-epic-new-holocaust-monument-is-ready-this-is-how-it-looks. On the controversy, see, for 
instance, https://balkaninsight.com/2019/06/04/zagreb-prepares-new-monument-to-holocaust-victims/.

39. Wall plaque commemorating the gravedigger Stjepan Kolb in Đakovo (2016). 
Photo by V. Levin, 2021 © CJA.
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